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There are fourteen 
counties in Vermont. 
Each county has a 
county seat, known in 
Vermont as shire 
town. In 1777, 
Vermont had two 
counties. The western 
side of the state was 

called Bennington 
County and the 
eastern was called 
Cumberland County. 
In 1781 Cumberland 
County was broken up 
into three counties in 
Vermont, plus 
Washington County, 
which eventually 
became part of New 
Hampshire. Today's 

Washington County 
was known as 
Jefferson County until 
1814. Essex County, 
Orleans County, and 
Caledonia County are 
commonly referred to 
as the Northeast 
Kingdom.  
 

 

http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/images/vermont-county-map.gif
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County 
2000 

Population 

Square 

Miles 
County Seat Created 

Addison County 35,974 770 Middlebury 1785 

Bennington County 36,994 676 Bennington 1779 

Caledonia County 29,702 651 Saint Johnsbury 1792 

Chittenden County  146,571 539 Burlington 1787 

Essex County 6,459 665 Guildhall 1792 

Franklin County 45,417 637 Saint Albans 1792 

Grand Isle County  6,901 83 North Hero 1802 

Lamoille County 23,233 461 Hyde Park 1835 

Orange County 28,226 689 Chelsea 1781 

Orleans County  26,277 697 Newport 1792 

Rutland County 63,400 932 Rutland 1781 

Washington County 58,039 690 Montpelier 1810 

Windham County 44,216 789 Newfane 1779 

Windsor County 57,418 971 Woodstock 1781 

 
Addison County was organized 18 Oct 1785 from Rutland County.  County Seat: Middlebury 
In 1609, the French explorer Samuel de Champlain entered the 136-mile lake that would bear his name. Before the 
end of 17th century, a small stone fort was built at Chimney Point near what is now West Addison on Lake 
Champlain. It was the first settlement in Vermont. The fort was occupied by the French and then the British. During 
the Revolutionary War, Lake Champlain was the scene of bitter battles and those living in the area were captured or 
driven away. One such event happened in May of 1775; Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys, along with 
Benedict Arnold rowed across the Lake to captured Fort Ticonderoga from the British. 
 
Finally, in 1783, peace was declared, settlers began to return and new communities were formed. Addison County 
was established on October 18, 1795 and encompassed most of the lands in northwestern Vermont bounded by Lake 
Champlain. When Vermont was admitted to the Union in 1791, the size of the County was reduced to its present area 
with a population of about 6,400 settlers. 
 
The History of Addison County by H.P. Smith, 1886, D. Mason and Co. states that Addison County "...was named in 
honor of Joseph Addison, the English author..." The Addison family continues to thrive in England and has written us 
with the information that Joseph lived from 1672 to 1719 and left these words for us: Happiness is something to do, 
something to love, something to hope for!   Addison is buried in Westminster Abby. 
 
Bennington County  was established on February 11, 1779 as an original county. County Seat: Bennington.  It has the 
unusual distinction of having two shire towns (sometimes called county seats). Bennington is known as the South 
Shire & Manchester is the North Shire. 
 
Bennington County is a county in the U.S. state of Vermont. As of 2000, the population was 36,994. It has the unusual 
distinction of having two shire towns (sometimes called county seats). Bennington is known as the South Shire & 
Manchester is the North Shire. 

http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/addison.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/bennington.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/caledonia.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/chittenden.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/essex.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/franklin.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/grand-isle.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/lamoille.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/orange.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/orleans.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/rutland.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/washington.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/windham.html
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/vermont/windsor.html
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In 1749, New Hampshire Governor Benning Wentworth chartered the first town in the territory now known as 
Vermont, and named it Bennington, in honor of himself. The town's original settlement was formed in the area 
known today as Old Bennington in 1761 by Congregational Separatists from Connecticut and Massachusetts. 
 
The independent spirit of these early settlers was reflected in their overt resistance to land claims from New York 
colony and eventually led to the formation of a local citizen militia headed by Ethan Allen, which came to be known 
as the Green Mountain Boys. This militia later played a crucial role at the Battle of Bennington on August 16, 1777. 
That battle was a prelude to the surrender of British General John Burgoyne at Saratoga, which led directly to the 
success of the Revolution. 
 
Caledonia County  On November 5, 1792, Caledonia County was incorporated from Orange County, including all that 
part of Vermont north of that county, and extending so far west as to include Montpelier and adjacent towns, 
however, the Caledonia County was not fully organized until November 8, 1796, when Danville was made the shire 
town. In 1811, the state of Vermont was divided into eleven counties and the counties of Orleans and Essex were 
incorporated from Caledonia County. In addition, in 1811, four towns from Caledonia County were incorporated into 
Washington County, to which Woodbury was also annexed, in 1836, and Cabot, in 1855. In 1856, the county seat was 
removed from Danville to St. Johnsbury where new county buildings were erected. 
 
The county was called "Caledonia" -the ancient Roman name of Scotland, out of regard for the emigrants from that 
country who had purchased large tracts of land in the county, and had large and flourishing settlements in Barnet 
and Ryegate. 
 
Chittenden County was incorporated by act of the legislature of Vermont, Oct. 22, 1787. It is bounded on the north 
by the counties of Grand Isle, Franklin, and Lamoille; south by the county of Addison; east by Lamoille and 
Wasington; and west by the west line of the state, and the southerly part of the county of Grand Isle. The county is 
eroneously said to be bounded "on the west by Lake Champlain." By statute [see Revised Statutes of Vermont, 1839], 
the western boundary includes "so much of Lake Champlain as lies in this state west of the towns in said county 
adjoining the lake, and not included within the limits of Grand Isle." The border towns, by their charters, were 
bounded "on the west by the lake;" and it seems that the legislature did not consider that they extended, by legal 
construction, to the west line of the state--which passes along its main or deepest channel. 
 
Named after Thomas Chittenden. Chittenden was born in East Guilford, Connecticut and moved to Vermont in 1774, 
where he founded the town of Williston. During the American Revolution, Chittenden was a member of a committee 
empowered to negotiate with the Continental Congress to allow Vermont to join the Union. He was the governor of 
the Republic of Vermont and the first governor of the state of Vermont. 
 
Essex County is one of 14 counties in Vermont. Essex County is the county located in the northeastern part of the US 
state of Vermont. Its shire town is Guildhall. On September 3, 1783, as a result of the signing of the Treaty of Paris 
the Revolutionary War ended with Great Britain recognizing the independence of the United States. Vermont's 
border with Quebec was established at 45 degrees north latitude.  Apparently named after Essex County, England. 
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Franklin County is one of several Vermont counties created from land ceded by the state of New York on January 15, 
1777 when Vermont declared itself to be a distinct state from New York. The land originally was contested by 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and New Netherlands, but it remained undelineated until July 20, 1764 when King 
George III established the boundary between New Hampshire and New York along the west bank of the Connecticut 
River, north of Massachusetts and south of the parallel of 45 degrees north latitude. New York assigned the land 
gained to Albany County. On March 12, 1772 Albany County was partitioned to create Charlotte County, named for 
Benjamin Franklin, and this situation remained until Vermont's independence from New York and Britain. However, 
this did not end the contest. 
 
On September 3, 1783, as a result of the signing of the Treaty of Paris the Revolutionary War ended with Great 
Britain recognizing the independence of the United States. Vermont's border with Quebec was established at 45 
degrees north latitude. 
 
President Chester A. Arthur was born near Fairfield in 1829. St. Albans, the county seat, was a regional railroad centre 
from 1850; the city was the site of the St. Albans Raid (October 19, 1864) during the American Civil War, carried out 
by Confederate soldiers from Canada. Other communities are Enosburg Falls, Richford, and Montgomery Center.  
 
Named after Benjamin Franklin. 
 
Grand Isle County is one of several Vermont counties created from land ceded by the state of New York on January 
15, 1777 when Vermont declared itself to be a distinct state from New York. The land originally was contested by 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and New Netherlands, but it remained undelineated until July 20, 1764 when King 
George III established the boundary between New Hampshire and New York along the west bank of the Connecticut 
River, north of Massachusetts and south of the parallel of 45 degrees north latitude. New York assigned the land 
gained to Albany County. On March 12, 1772 Albany County was partitioned to create Charlotte County, and this 
situation remained until Vermont's independence from New York and Britain. However, this did not end the contest. 
 
On September 3, 1783, as a result of the signing of the Treaty of Paris the Revolutionary War ended with Great 
Britain recognizing the independence of the United States. Vermont's border with Quebec was established at 45 
degrees north latitude, which explains why this county has no dry-land connection to the rest of the United States. 
 
Massachusetts did not formally withdraw its claim to the region, first made in 1629, until December 16, 1786. New 
York, still not satisfied with the relinquishment of its land to Vermont, asked the U.S. Congress to arbitrate the 
matter. Congress ruled against New York on March 7, 1788  
 
Subsequently, when Vermont petitioned for Statehood, Congress ordered a joint commission to settle the border 
between New York and Vermont. This commission ruled prior to Vermont's admission, which took place on March 4, 
1791 but a small change they permitted has never been acted upon. 
Named after the islands of Lake Champlain, which was in turn was named for the French explorer Samuel de 
Champlain. 
 
Lamoille County is located in north central Vermont, it was incorporated in 1835. The name came from a misspelling 
of Champlain's intended name of Lake Champlain, or for the Old French la Moelle ("the marrow"). The Lamoille River, 
which runs through it; a corruption of French la mouette 'the seagull,' the name given to the river by Champlain. The 
1744 Charlevois map of discoveries in America showed the river as La Mouelle owing to an engraver's neglecting to 
cross the tts; with spelling variations. 
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Orange County: Jacob Bayley, a Revolutionary War general, helped settle the region, notably by founding Newbury in 
1763 and by building the Bayley-Hazen Military Road in 1776–79. The county was formed in 1781 and named for 
William of Orange (William III of England). Randolph developed with the coming of the railroad in 1848. Tunbridge is 
the site of the century-old annual Tunbridge World’s Fair.  
 
 Named afterWilliam of Orange, later William III of England. 
 
Orleans County: For the House of Orleans. Also known as the House of Bourbon-Orléans or Maison de Bourbon-
Orléans, for many centuries, the House of Orléans was one of the most important families in France, with the Duc 
d'Orléans traditionally being very close to the king. From the reign of Louis XIV, the family were related to the main 
Bourbon line as being cousins. This is because the founder of the House of Orléans was the younger brother of Louis 
XIV and was a Fils de France or son of France. 
 
Rutland County The original Rutland was chartered in 1761 as part of the New Hampshire Grants by the Provincial 
Governor Benning Wentworth. The first settlers arrived in 1770 led by Colonel James Mead. Almost immediately a 
controversy arose with New York claiming the same land grants under the name of “Socialborough.” This controversy 
ultimately led to the Vermonters forming the Republic of Vermont from 1777-1791. Vermont became the fourteenth 
state in 1791.   
 
During the early 1800’s the Rutland area was known for agriculture and for the sheep industry. By the mid 1800’s the 
development of the marble industry and the arrival of the railroads created an industrial and retail boom which 
brought many immigrant workers to the Rutland area. Rutland has continued to grow in industry and population to 
become the largest city in Southern Vermont. 
 
Named after Rutland, Massachusetts. 
 
Washington County is one of several Vermont counties created from land ceded by the state of New York on January 
15, 1777 when Vermont declared itself to be a distinct state from New York. The land originally was contested by 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and New Netherlands, but it remained undelineated until July 20, 1764 when King 
George III established the boundary between New Hampshire and New York along the west bank of the Connecticut 
River, north of Massachusetts and south of the parallel of 45 degrees north latitude. New York assigned the land 
gained to Albany County. On March 12, 1772 Albany County was partitioned to create Charlotte County, and this 
situation remained until Vermont's independence from New York and Britain.   
Named after George Washington. 
 
Windham County  Named after Windham, Connecticut. Windham is a town in Windham County, Connecticut, United 
States. It contains the city of Willimantic and the villages of Windham Center, North Windham, and South Windham. 
The city of Willimantic was consolidated with the town in 1983. 
 
Windsor County Named after Windsor, Vermont which was in turn named after Wndsor, Connecticut. Windsor is a 
town in Windsor County, Vermont. The population was 3,756 at the 2000 census. It is also the birthplace of Vermont, 
where the state constitution was signed, and acted as the first capital and meeting place of the Vermont General 
Assembly until 1805 when Montpelier became the official capital. 

_____________________________ 
 On 7.8.1777:  Delegates from 28 towns met and declared independence from jurisdictions and land claims of 
British colonies in New Hampshire and New York.   On 3.4.1791, Vermont was admitted to the United States as the 
14th state.  For fourteen years  (1777-1791) Vermont was an independent Republic. 
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Chronology                                                                                                                                    
26 Jul 1764  Part of New York; often called "the New Hampshiregrants."  

17 Jan 1777       State of New Connecticut, independence from New York declared (not 

   recognized).  

4 Jun 1777?  Republic of Vermont 

8 Mar 1781   Massachusetts relinquishes its claim to Vermont. 

13 Jan 1782  New Hampshire relinquishes its claim to Vermont. 

11 Feb 1783  Vermont relinquishes all claims to towns in NY and NH  

7 Oct 1790   New York relinquishes its claim to Vermont. 

4 Mar 1791   Incorporation into United States as State of Vermont. 

Each County has a County Seat, called a “Shire Town”                                               

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ListofcountiesinVermont 

County Shire Town Created 
Formed 

from 
Etymology Map 

Addison  Middlebury 1785 
Part of 
Rutland 
County. 

Joseph Addison 
(1672–1719), an 
English politician 

and writer. 

 

Bennington  Bennington 1779 
One of the 

original two 
counties. 

Benning 
Wentworth 

(1696–1770), the 
colonial governor 

of New Hampshire 
(1741–1766). 

 

Caledonia  
St. 

Johnsbury  

1792 
Part of 
Orange 
County. 

Latin name for 
Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.worldstatesmen.org/US_states_N.html#NY
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/US_states_V-W.html#Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ListofcountiesinVermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middlebury,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Addison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bennington,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benning_Wentworth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benning_Wentworth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Johnsbury,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Johnsbury,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Addison_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Bennington_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Caledonia_County.svg
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County Shire Town Created 
Formed 

from 
Etymology Map 

Chittenden  Burlington 1787 
Part of 

Addison 
County. 

Thomas 
Chittenden 

(1730–1797), 
first governor 
of Vermont 

(1791–1797). 
 

Essex  Guildhall 1792 
Part of 
Orange 
County. 

Essex, a county 
in England. 

 

Franklin  
St. Albans 

(city) 

1792 
Part of 

Chittenden 
County. 

Benjamin 
Franklin (1706–

1790 

 

Grand Isle  North Hero 1802 

Part of 
Chittenden 
County and 

Franklin 
County. 

Largest island 
in Lake 

Champlain. 

 

Lamoille  Hyde Park 1835 

Parts of 
Chittenden 

County, 
Franklin 
County, 
Orleans 

County and 
Washington 

County. 

La Mouelle 
(meaning the 

seagull), 
named by 

French 
explorer 

Samuel de 
Champlain 

(~1570–1635). 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burlington,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Chittenden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Chittenden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guildhall,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Albans_(city),_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Albans_(city),_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Hero,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Champlain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Champlain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyde_Park,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Chittenden_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Essex_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Franklin_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Grand_Isle_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Lamoille_County.svg
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County Shire Town Created 
Formed 

from 
Etymology Map 

Orange  Chelsea 1781 
Part of 

Cumberland 
County. 

William of 
Orange (1650–
1702), Prince 

of Orange. 

 

Orleans  
Newport 

(city) 

1792 

Part of 
Chittenden 
County and 

Orange 
County. 

City of Orléans, 
France. 

 

Rutland  
Rutland 

(city) 

1781 
Part of 

Bennington 
County. 

Town of 
Rutland, 

Massachusetts. 

 

Washington   Montpelier 1810 

Parts of 
Orange 
County, 

Caledonia 
County, and 
Chittenden 

County. 

George 
Washington 

(1732–1799), 
first President 
of the United 
States (1789–

1797). 
 

Windham  Newfane  

1779
[a]

 
(as 

Cumberland 
County) 

(renamed 
1781) 

One of the 
original two 

counties. 

Town of Windham, 
Connecticut. 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chelsea,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_III_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_III_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_of_Orange
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_of_Orange
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport_(city),_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport_(city),_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orl%C3%A9ans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutland_(city),_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutland_(city),_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutland,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutland,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_County,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montpelier,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newfane,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_Vermont#endnote_Note1a
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windham,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windham,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Orange_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Orleans_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Rutland_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Washington_County.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Windham_County.svg
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County Shire Town Created 
Formed 

from 
Etymology Map 

Windsor  Woodstock 1781 
Part of 

Cumberland 
County. 

Town of Windsor, 
Connecticut. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor_County,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodstock,_Vermont
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Vermont_highlighting_Windsor_County.svg

