CONCERT ON THE GREEN
CASTLETON,  VERMONT
See you on the Green!  2008 article in the Rutland Herald. 
By Kayla Toher Herald Correspondent

Twelve years ago, Richard Nordmeyer and Whitney Lamy, both Castleton citizens, envisioned a quaint, NewEngland style concert on the Castleton Green. Today, that vision draws an average weekly crowd of 800 people throughout the summer. “A lot of times people sit in the same spots each week,” said Nordmeyer, now the director of the Castleton Summer Concert on the Green Series.
 Although there may be regulars in the audience, this doesn’t mean the bands all play the same type of music. Aware of the importance of accommodating different tastes, Nordmeyer said the bands are diverse.

“Every week is going to be a good band,” Nordmeyer said. “We make sure to get something of quality and something the audience will enjoy.”

Two new bands, Stone Cold Roosters, a country-and-western Americana band, and Boreal Tordu, a band that blends French and American styles, will perform in the series, and one crowd favorite, Pine Street Jazz, will return with new friends on vocals from Blue Gardenias.

Nordmeyer books the bands according to feedback.

“They were great. Bring them back twice,” Nordmeyer remembers a member of the audience once telling him. “The crowd feeds on the band and the band feeds on the crowd,” Nordmeyer said.

Nordmeyer explained that the concerts have been successful because they combine an intimate setting, talented artists, local restaurants, a chance to win money and indoor venues for rainy nights.

“There’s great bands, great crowds and great sponsors,” Nordmeyer said.

Word has spread about the series and more publicity has been printed, so bands can enjoy increased exposure on the Green. Nordmeyer said bands have gotten gigs for weddings as a result because many locals and summer home owners frequent the events.

In 1996, Nordmeyer said the series began with 40 to 50 audience members with a few bands. For the past six to seven years, 13 concerts have filled the slate.

More events meant more cooperation between the town and Castleton College, which now supplies a sound crew that sets up and breaks down each event.

“The people in the front and the people in the back hear the same concert,” Nordmeyer said, adding an impressive sound system, “makes the concert.”

More businesses have gotten involved, with many sponsors returning yearly with monetary donations to help pay for bands and publicity.

“Without sponsors, we wouldn’t have the summer program,” Nordmeyer said.

The community also plays a role in each concert, helping with parking and selling refreshments. The 13 concerts each have 5-0/50 raffles to benefit different local organizations.

“It’s a win-win for the people who come to hear music and the people fundraising,” Nordmeyer said.

All concerts begin at 7 p.m. and last until dusk, generally latest in July. This year, rain sites include the Castleton Federated Church and Casella Performing Arts Center at Castleton College. If you go on a rainy night, it’s a good idea to arrive early as seats are more limited and fill up quickly.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Castleton summer series wraps up on the Green
Published: August 18, 2009 in Rutland Herald

With the return engagement of Reggie's Red Hot Feetwarmers, the last concert for the Castleton Concerts on the Green promises to close out the summer series in red-hot style.

In a thrilling throwback to the era of New Orleans traditional jazz, the quintet — the house band for the Saratoga Racetrack — will warm up the crowd with its mix of ragtime, jazz and Dixieland.

Also bringing the New Orleans flavor is the rollicking dance duo of Amy and Chance, who are back again with their fancy moves to kick up the heat a notch.

The Feetwarmers — Reggie Scanlon on stand-up bass, Peter Davis on banjo, Tom Shields on trombone, Scott Black on trumpet, and an internationally renowned clarinetist as surprise guest — will play such songs as James P. Johnson's "Old Fashioned Blues" and Clyde McCoy's "Sugar Blues."

Also wrapping up is the Castleton Concert on the Green series "Give-Back Program," in which donated food benefits a different local agency's food shelf. Tonight donations go to the West Rutland food shelf.

If it rains, the concert will take place at the Casella Fine Arts Center at Castleton State College.

The event is free and open to the public. Show time is 7 p.m.

For more information, call Dick Nordmeyer at 273-2911.
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