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Owing to the opposition of the Gentlemen of Albany, the Privy Council of England on 'March 10, 1741, advised 

Gov. Jonathan Belcher to establish the northern boundary of Massachusetts. Richard Hazen of Haverhill was 

engaged to make the survey and according to his Journal,  he stood on the highest peak in the northeastern corner of 

the present town of Williamstown, known as Mount Hazen, on Saturday morning, April 12, 1741. His piercing eye 

took in the windings of the intervals at his feet. Northwest through the Hoosac Pass of the Taconacs gleamed the 

sunny fields of the "Patroon of Hoosac," lighted with fitful shadows and sunshine amid the April showers. Hazen 

doubted the rights of the hearth-logs of the Dutch burghers situated in the Kreigger Rock neighborhood and about " 

Weeping Rocks" in Pownal, Vt., near the Massachusetts borders.  

 

Surveyor Hazen's party arrived at the Indian war-trail on the east bank of Hoosac River, near the junction of  

Rattlesnake Brook, during the afternoon and recorded that: "It was with difficulty that we waded the River and  

lodged on ye West side. ... It Clouded over before Night and rained some time before day, which caused us to 

stretch Our blankets and lye under them on ye bare ground, which was the first bare ground we laid on after we left 

Northfield." The field where Hazen encamped is to-day known as Bascom's Meadow.  

 

On Sunday, April 13th, the surveyors ascended Northwest Hill and continued west to the summit of the Taconacs.  

They christened the peak, Mount Belcher, in honor of Gov. Jonathan Belcher, that it might be a "Standing 

Boundary as Endicutt's Tree." The survey was continued to the Hudson, and it was reported to be twenty-one miles 

and sixty rods from the west bank of the Hoosac River to the east bank of the Hudson at a point eighty poles  

south of the First Sprout of the Mohawk below Cohoes Falls.  

 

The western boundary of Massachusetts Bay was discussed at Hartford, Conn., in 1773. After the Revolution,  

on December 2, 1785, Congress appointed Thomas Hutchins, John Ewing, and David Rittenhouse to survey the line  

and it was established December 16, 1786. Controversies arose and many years later James Duane, Robert 

Livingston, Robert Yates, John Haring, Melancthon Smith, and Egbert Benson of New York; and John Lowell, 

James Sullivan, Theophilus Parsons, and Rufus King of Massachusetts surveyed the present line, confirmed by 

Congress,  January 3, 1855. Russell Dorr of New York and John Z. Goodrich of Massachusetts set the present State 

Line markers.  

 

A marble post now marks the northwest corner of Massachusetts, and near it stands another monument in Moon  

Hollow, a mile east of the summit of Mount Belcher, denoting the southwest corner of Vermont. The present  

western boundary of Vermont, however, was not surveyed  until June 8, 18 12.  

 

While the Dutch and English of New York and New England were contending over their boundaries, the French of  

New France were crowding down the Champlain and Connecticut valleys, more for religious supremacy than for  

territory to colonize. The Hoosac Valley was encompassed by three of the most powerful strongholds of New 

England, New York, and New France, including Fort Massachusetts on the upper Hoosac, Fort Albany on the 

Hudson, and Fort St. Frederic at Crown Point on Lake Champlain. Indeed the borders of the Hoosacs' hunting-

grounds were fortified by as many as forty stockade forts within seventy-five miles of the State Line markers of 

Vermont and Massachusetts. No less than ten different forts occupied the exposed portals along the war-trails of the 

interior valley between 1703 and 1777.  

 

 

Some time after the English conquest, the Duke of York ascended the throne as King James II. In July, 1688, before  

the close of his reign, he confirmed the Hoosac Patent covering the meadow land in central Hoosac. In December, 

following, he fled to King Louis XIV.of France and was succeeded by King William of Holland. During the 

English Revolution, the Roman Catholic adherents of King James II. in the colonies met the opposition of King 

William's Separatist Councils. Those religious and political bickerings among the Albany Gentlemen resulted in the 
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Dutch village of Corlear, now Schenectady, being left without proper guards. On February 8, 1690, a party of one 

hundred and fourteen French soldiers, headed by the Mohawk sachem Kryn, with eight of his Caughnawagas and 

sixteen Algonquins entered Fort Schenectady and massacred sixty settlers and captured ninety prisoners. The aged 

and children were abandoned  

 


