BROOKS IN HUBBARDTON VERMONT
The three major streams in Hubbardton all start in its northeast corner.
North Breton Brook flows south into the Castleton River.
Both Giddings Brook and Sucker Brook flow southwest into Lake Bomoseen.

North Breton Brook It starts in Hubbardton on Pittsford Ridge east of Mount Zion. It flows over a waterfalls
on Kit Davidson’s property and then follows the East Hubbardton Road south, dropping perhaps1000 feet
from around 1430 to about 430 feet where it joins the Castleton River near the base of the East Hubbardton
Road by Route 4A. The northeastern part of Castleton was known as early as 1772 as “North Britain”.
(Also spelled “Briton”, “Breton”, “Britin”. And Britain”.) The East Hubbardton Road was known as the North
Britain Road.
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The map below shows Giddings Brook and Sucker Brook in Hubbardton:

These other two brooks start at an elevation of about 1000 feet and end at Lake Bomoseen at 411 feet,
dropping about 600 vertical feet. Sargent Hill separates them, with Giddings Brook on the north and Sucker
Brook on the south.
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Giddings Brook. It generally follows Monument Hill Road (MHR). It flows under Monument Hill Road three
times (1. north of Biddie Knob Road, 2. west of the Parsons School, and 3. an area of cascades about
one half mile from Route 30.) It then goes over a small waterfall before flowing under Route 30 by MHR
and then into the north end of Lake Bomoseen. Dr.Theophilus Flagg, the first physician in town lived on
Frog Hollow Road between the two crossings. You can still see the stones for the foundation of the
Brookside (Flagg) School on the NW corner of Frog Hollow and St John roads west of the brook. This
school house was torn down and reconstructed on property (at one time also owned by the Flagg Family)
on the corner of MHR and Woods Road around 1952. It was used as a residence until about 1971 when it
was removed and a new building constructed.

Cascades 1/2 mile from Route 30

Waterfall near Route 30

Sucker Brook. It flows under MHR opposite Biddie Knob Road. The Battle of Hubbardton started nearby
along Sucker Brook. It then flows under a number of roads in Hubbardton: 1. Frog Hollow Road twice, 2.
St John Road, 3. Gill Road. It carved out a beautiful gorge south of Gill Road. It then enters Castleton: and
flows under: 1. Stables Road, 2. North Road, 3. Route 30 past Crystal Beach. . A pencil mill factory, which
used soapstone for pencils, was located on Sucker Brook north of the Pencil Mill School House on Stables
Road. “District School No 8” closed in January 1946. This brook empties into Lake Bomoseen in Castleton.

View west towards Brookside (Flagg) School Property
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Gorge, just south of Gill Road

Pencil Mill Schoolhouse on Stables Road

Bridge at Crystal Beach on Lake Bomoseen

The once red School House, also a “brookside” school, is now the private home of Allison Reuling.
The Slate Interest (from Smith and Rand’s 1886 History of Castleton)
The oldest slate interest in town, although not strictly a slate-mill, as usually considered, is the slate pencil
factory of the Vermont Slate and Alum Company. In about 1 840 John Cain, of Rutland, bought the land
containing the quarry and used to take the slate to Rutland, where it was sawn into slips and they were
converted into pencils. In 1854 James Adams entered upon the manufacture of pencils here. It was
continued by him until 1859, when a partnership was formed with H. O. Brown, and continued until 1866. D,
R. Satterlee then became a partner, under the firm name of Adams Brown & Co. The year following it was
incorporated as the " Adams Manufacturing Company," with a capital stock of $225,000; James Adams,
president ; D. R. Satterlee, vice-president, and O. A. Brown, secretary.
The factory is situated at the quarry, has a steam engine of eighty horse power, and suitable machinery for
turning out 100,000 pencils per day. The company employs about 100 workmen. The pencils, called
"soap-stone pencils," are of superior quality, and are sent to all parts of the world.
This stone is also ground into a fine powder and used in the manufacture of paper. It contains a very large
per cent, of alum, and the company have expected to manufacture alum in large quantities. For the above
purposes there is no quarry in the United States, if there is in the world, to compare with it.
The mill was burned about 1873 and rebuilt. The company soon after failed and the property came into the
hands of George P. and John A. Sheldon, who now own it. James Adams is manager.
Slate Pencils (http://www.officemuseum.com/pencil_history.htm)
White slate pencils made by John Cain & Co., Rutland, VT, were exhibited in 1844 at the fourth exhibition of
the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association in Boston, MA. From that time, if not earlier, through
the early 20th century, pencils cut from solid pieces of softer grades of slate or soap-stone were used by
schoolchildren to write on tablets cut from harder grades of slate. Apparently, artificial slate pencils were
also made; for example, Patent No. 316,374 award to Samuel Kraus on April 21, 1895, describes a method
of making slate pencils using ground talc or soapstone mixed with ground potter's clay. Slate pencils were
available with the slate core unwrapped, wrapped in paper, and encased in wood like a lead pencil.
Holden& Cutter, Boston, MA, advertised slate pencils c. 1840-60; Grigg & Elliot, Philadelphia, PA,
advertised slate pencils c. 1850-60; Charles J. Cohen, Philadelphia, PA, advertised slate pencils, including
wood-cased ones, in 1878. (Hagley Museum and Library) We have seen advertisements for slate pencils
dating as late as 1914. According to Wielandy (p. 91), wood-cased slate pencils were still sold in the early
1930s.
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Pencil Mill Factory
The factory was started by John Cain in 1843 on a 9 acre parcel of land at 152 Pencil Mill Road. This
property, now owned by Hans Marx, also contains a lovely waterfalls.

Hans and Christine Malz own the 9 acre parcel on which one can view some of the stones from the
foundation of the Pencil Mill and a lovely waterfalls.
Pencils that Allison Reuling found in Sucker Brook
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The Slate Pencil Industry (from Castleton, by Donald Thompson)
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Note: some of the above information and pictures are from “CASTLETON Looking Back” published by
Castleton Historical Society in 1988 or from “Castleton” by Donald Thompson.
Waters in Vermont
Statistics on Vermont Lakes and Ponds: http://www.voga.org/fish_pond_web.htm
Depth Charts of Lakes and Ponds:
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/lakes/htm/lp_depthcharts.htm
Data on Vermont Rivers:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_rivers_of_Vermont
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A portion of http://www.vtwaterquality.org/rivers/docs/SA_SWS/StreamAlterations_Hubbardton.pdf shows
both Giddings Brook and Sucker Brook. It is below:
Giddings Brook and Sucker Brook
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