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A boat carries visitors to a q::n-_.mmm,mau event on renowned Neshobe Island ?m.&@..o::& on Lake Bomoseen on Sunday. -
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Memory
- island

Neshobe Island’s rich, sometimes
wild history revisited in fund-raiser

By ED BARNA
Herald Correspondent

hen Sheila McIntyre pro-

'Wposed the idea of raising

money for an addition to
Castleton Free Library by holding a
gala celebration on Lake Bomo-
seen’s Neshobe Island, organizers
were a bit nervous about selling 150
tickets at $125 apiece.

Not that it was a totally unrea-
sonable price. In addition to a tax-
deductible $65 donation, that
amount — or donations and vol-
unteerism — had to cover the cost
of ajazz band, a pianist, champagne,

a gourmet dinner, and
historical re-enactors.

nine watercraft of both modern and
antique vintage ferried the visitors
to an event thatwill now be another
chapter in the saga.

People took self-guided walking
tours, listened to Rita Lane play mu-
sic from the Irving Berlin era on

Berlin’s own piano, heard local actor
‘Ted Pendleton reprise his version of

Roaring Twenties author and theater
critic Alexander Woollcott from the
play “The Man Who Came to Dinner,”
listened to writer Sarah Widness por-
tray the wicked wit of Dorothy Park-
er, watched as Nat Benchley did a
condensed version of his acclaimed
New York City show,
learned some of the

The fickets sold i~ StOFy amd  igand’s stories ith Da-
two weeks, and soon vene Brown, and sang
there was a waiting list. phﬂtﬂs hy period songs around a
Thiswould notonlybe el IBarna bonfire with the Onion
a charitable event, it River Jazz Band.

would be a historic

occasion: the public’s first chance to
see what had been happening on an
island that was as mysterious as it
was storied.

“People have been wanting to get
on that island for 60 years,” said
Mclntyre, a library board membg;ﬂ;.

Everyone knew it had once been
owned by a group of famous writers,
actors, and musical theater people -
that included the Marx Brothers.
Many residents had passed along
family stories about the wild carry-
ing on that took place in the center
of the lake.

Now, thanks to the island’s new
owners, Davene and Jerry Brown,
who had spent six years restoring it
“to its former glory” (as McIntyre
putit), there would be a chance to
learn the truth.

Not only would there be the orig-
inal stone house and the rebuilt
guest house, with many of the fur-

ishings dating back to its 1920s Jazz
Age heyday, there would also be
three performers recreating three
of the leading personalities through
their writings.

Between 3 and 10 p.m. Sunday,

As the day wound .

down, and the boats began return-
ing guests to various mainland docks,
people’s comments again and again
returned to two things: the amazing
work the Browns have done in con-
serving one of Vermont’s leading
literary shrines; and the way so many
people had pulled together in sup-
port of a library as big in their hear

as it is small in size. -

“I think it’s a terrific day, a terri-
fic turnout,” said Benchley, who ad-
mired the work people had putinto
its organization.

It was impressive how many peo-
ple had come in support of the libra-
1y, he said — “and for the fun of it.”

Fun was at the heart of what hap-
pened on Neshobe Island when
members of the Algonquin Round
Table took refuge there in the sum-
mers away from New York City.

There had been real Algonquins
on the island, which one account said
had for manyyears been a happy hunt-
ing ground for those looking for
arrowheads. People still find some,
Brown said, an indication that fish-

~ See Page C3: Istand

‘A boat arrives at Neshobe Island for 'the start of festivi-

ties. The event was delayed a day by rain.

(and about) the famous people who stayed there.

Visitors were encouréged to wear 1920s-style garb
the weekend event on Neshobe Island.

The home on Neshobe Island has many books written by

for
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Neshobe Island has a rebuilt guest house, but its furnish-
.ings are from the island’s heyday in the 1920s.

The Red Hat Ladies of Fair Haven had a role in the Ne-
shobe Island event last weekend.

S

The Onion River Jazz Band entertains the 150 people who
paid $125 each to visit the island.
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: nch Lake Bomoseen had en a '
~'plaeewheretheW&stem‘- -
- camped during the season when
 they could gather part of their’

_i;wmtcrsfood there.

‘Butitwasn’tuntl 1881 tbatthe

- 10acreisland (nowless than eight

- acres due to the Bomoseen outlet
- dam, Brown sald} got the Tname
. Nfshobe

The Ruﬂand (}oumy I—ﬁsmncal

‘ Society later produced a booklet

~titled “An Account of the Cele-

 bration of the Fourth of July, 1881,
- atMason’s Point, Lake Bomoseen,

“Including the Report of the
_ Ceremony of Chri
- Island of ‘Neshobe,”

to wluch

~about 10,000 people were report
-~ ed to have come. It was named

foran Indian scoutwho helped the

< Green Mountain Boys.

The Historical Society pui down

: 1790 2s the year when the island

_ was first settled and cleared, and
houses built: A Yankee Magazine

- article shared by

Mclntyre indi-

_ cated that 2 pig farm was there
~ once, then a small hotel, wlnch

'i‘hathoteiwaspmofabeltof

- establishments in New York, Ver-

‘mont, and the rest of New Eng-

- land to which city families would

- come forextended stays,
'ra'lreadsanwedmthcnnddle of

once - the

. the 19th century. Soitwasn’t that

~ muchofasurprise?

. Woollcottand nine of his New York
ﬁ'&ends former the Neshobe Club

and bought the island in 1924.

Woollcottwas well known as the -

theater critic for the New York

- Herald Tribune, and eventually

& became a radio star in that medi--

_ um’s pre-TV heyday. His reviews
- were admired and feared. Théy

.- mcluded such salvoes as* Theﬂ

- scenery was beautiful, but the

- actors got in front of it,” and “Tt

~ was one of those playsin whichall
_ the actors unfommately emmcl- 5
_ ated very clearly.”

In the city, at the Algonqum
Hotel on 59th Street, the imperi-

ous Woollcott lorded it over a

“lancheon- -group whose informal
‘between 1919 and
1929 included at various times

membershi

Parker, Benchley, George Kauf-

‘man, Edna Ferber, Douglas Fair-
-bauks, Jascha
_thanadozen

exfetz, and more

in many cases big n Broadway at

_the time, have ﬁt ed from com-
_mon memory.

,‘_,_-—-»

ristening the

when Alexander

whose_names, :

o Hiic
“¢here were the €O
- wlmm‘"f""n‘:"tt dis

and - i
B 2 Brothefso .

ta!S-» i
= ot 'L_Qeventuaﬁy bmlta-’

ﬁ]l iy atiache
“The ﬁf!gonqmﬂ" ”ﬁe

characterized the scintiliating

repartee and verbal one-upman- -

ship for which they became
: famous The Vicious Circle.
- Parker, playwright, reviewerand
‘the author of three books of poems
“and many short stories, is evoked
“ini the 1994 film “Mrs. Parker and
- the Vicious Circle.” Here are some
‘examples of her “caustic wit, wise-
cracks, and sharp eye for 20th-cen-
 turyurban foibles,” as one account
of her career putit:

‘M As a reviewer: “This is not a
book to be tossed aside lightly. Tt
should be thirown with great force.”
M About Katherine Hepbumn

- on Broadway in “The Lake™ “She
delivereda striking performance

that ran the gamut of emotions,

fromAtoB.”

‘M Enteringa party'where Claxe :

Boothe Luce had remarked “age

 before beauty” and had stepped

backtoietParkeT go first: Pearls
: be.fon-: swine:”

‘EIna Round Table game: of
mventlng new definitions for
Jesserknown words: “You can lead
2 horticulture, but you cannot
make her think.”

- @ Observing the financial fren—

‘Zies of the Roaring Twenties: “If.
~ youwantio knowwhat God thinks
-of money, Just look at the people ;

: Hc gave it to.”

[ When people were passmg
along the news that “President
_Coolidge is dead,” Parker sa1d

~ “How can they tell?”

Widness, who said she took on

; the role of Parker for the cele-
_ bration because she admired her
i work, said her besiknown lines

were probably “Men seldom make

passes / At girlswho wear glasses.”

Then, getting into character, she
added her own lines; “That way 1
can’t see /. What the men are.
_doing to me.”

This was deﬁmtely true to the"
free spirit of 2 woman who once

said “Brevityis the soul of lingerie”
and on another “One more drmk

and I’d have been under the»

host.

L e

Asan example of the kind of
generosny the Neshobe Island
event inspired, a collector of
Parker memorabilia on the other
side of the country heard about
the occasion and gave the Browns
a framed copy of a famous sketch
done of Parker on the island ata

- time when she went swimming in
. __:alarge sun hat—and nothmg
' The group’s nickname better - ebe

But Wooﬁcm;. gave away noth-
ing in the wit depar""ﬂe'u. I-Iere
are some of f his lines:.

& “Character is made by what
you stand for‘ reputation by what
you fall for.”

& “Nothing risqué, nothmg
gained.”

B “All the things I like todoare
citherimmoral, iffegal orfattening.” -

8 “His huff arrived and he

departed init” ,

3 “Many of us spend half of our
time wishing for things we could
have if we didn’t spend half our.
time wishing.”

But the Roundtable wasa piace i
where anyone could get topped.
One time Woollcott, imitating the
lines of 2 well-known poem, asked,
“What is so rare as 2 Woollcott
first edition?” He had set himself.
up for Franklin Adams, who re-

ked, “A Woollcottsecond edition.”

Neshobe Island became a kind
of reservation where this sort of
merry madness could be let loose.

“Aﬂ these people were just
crazy,” said Benchley. He gave as
an example the way Harpo Marx
and a friend decided on the spur.
of the moment to go there, took.
trains and buses all the way across
the country from California and
surreptitiously got onto the island.

They hid behind some trees
and made 2 surprise “attack” on
Woollcott and his companions

(“I'm notsure they had clotheson
or not”), then promptly went back
to California.

The Roaring Twentes turned
into the Depression, then another
World War. '

Woollcott sold the island, hxs—ff
tory became legend, and Icgend :
became mystery

But Neshebe Island was never
turned into a private preserve,
commercial deveiopment bed-
and-breakfast inn or literary con-
ference center. McIntyre said for-
mer owner Merritt Chandler
always felt that the island was his
in trust, as a legacy to preserve,
and he did what he could to main-
tain the stone house that
Woollcott had built there.



Ghandler ieﬁ: them aﬁ sorts Of .

ﬁ‘, Iibmry of Woollcott's Stone House

_f;:equen(s eBay,

 pictures, magazines and other
: -?nemorab:ha, Bmwnsmd,mnchof :
- which they have used to turn the
_involving roIes suchas:

= Bryan]ohnsen, known inthe

area for the huge private parties
: Clarendon, paid .

s cgsnres she feeis belong vmh

leough trees have CTErgTos -
. Athe old croquet ground, and a-
- septic system will ever w‘g have
- 1o go there, the paths that the
uin _group and their

sh“%s

’I'he 'buﬁdmg the Browns call
the Guest House had to be com-
, plete}y rebuilt, from the founda-

with ice. Th ',nlywayshef
~ could show Nesh obe Island to the-

~was in fact the first day of its
" restored hfe, she said.
~ *I think it’s wonderﬁﬂ abso-

: fwho co_tﬁd"‘_f:paxr the air bags, ::
then pald$37 orentthe craftfor .

: area as a Marble Valley Players

~have generously shared them.”

cation of ‘people like McIntyre,
“cochairwoman Sharon Brown,
- and the 10 other members of the
core committee, helped to inspire
a huge ¢ group effort.
By Aug. 22, that included 10
» “boatmen” ' (nine boats, several of
“themi interesting antiques in their
jown right), 13 assistant “boatboys,”
six other shuttle helpers and a
large crewof ‘ondand assistants.

O Jthmugq the cedam;

trees that_ 15 ‘i’&:xers mzmngf
. 1 gne f?ﬂlc:jﬁi

k. Bomoseen,»

~tion up, Davene said. The gala

Iutelyfantasﬁc to have this place:
. restored and brought back to life,”
said Rita Lane, well known in the:

accompamst, but on that day the
- performer at Irvmg Berlin’s old
piano. The Browns “have opened
their home and the island, and

That generosity, and the dedi-

- The official - program list of
contnbutors Tuns to nearly 40.
A few were simply financial sup-
_porters, but many ha

he cooksi £

more

nationwide society emphasizes ot

: Iettmg age stop} the fun, symboi-

ized by the red hats and purple
- outfits the members wear.

B The Marbl Valley Pliyers
costume barn, whic ;ipro\nded
“Twenties costumes
of those who wante

w‘-hve up to

 the announced tyhstxc theme
- “Black and Whit

B Roz Rogers of the Trak In
Testaurant on: the eastern shore of
responﬁble for much
of the food.

‘Once the bonﬁre ‘had died

: down, and people were done sing-
_ing “In the Good Old Summer-

time” and “Give My Regards to

- Broadway” and others from the

y
“Ncshonelsland—Son gBook,”and =

_the flashlights they had been

advised to bring were in use on the
paths to the boats, many were
_probably wondering if such an
event could ever happen again.

~ Notin the near fufure, never on

the same scale, and. ulyfor char-
: 1ty, saxdjen’y Brown.
~If people really care about the

place, he said, they should make
sure there isn’t any u'espassmg
‘because that is what cou_ci lead
to serious damage.

_ But those who Iove Neshobe s
Island can rest assured that the

Brovms see themselves as stewards
of somedung that they hop° will
contmue on.

. As Davene sazd, We re care-
take“s ‘making sure the treasure
ulamately gets passed aloncr
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