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Organizers say they hope typos on the dedication plaque on the statue of Victoria artist Emily Carr 

will be fixed next month.  

A bronze statue of the late West Coast artist Emily Carr was unveiled near her home in Victoria, but it 

was the dedication plaque that soon caught some unexpected attention. 

The three-metre-tall statue of Carr gazing out to sea with her pet monkey, Woo, on her shoulder and her 

faithful dog, Billy, by her feet was unveiled next to the Empress Hotel on Victoria's downtown 

waterfront on Wednesday, October 13. 

"They've caught the lady. They've caught the monkey. They've caught the dog. It's almost as if they are 

coming alive," said John Richardson, as he admired the bronze sculpture of the Victoria artist on 

Thursday. 

"I think it's beautiful," said his wife, Penny. 

But a short distance away, others made a disturbing discovery shortly after the statue was unveiled on 

Wednesday, according to Ann Geddes, chair of the sculpture's fundraising committee. 

On the plaque, the letter "n" was omitted in the phrase, "Victoria's best know citizen," along with the 

needed hyphen between best and what should have read "known." 

"A disaster — a disaster...I don't know when that happened," Geddes told CBC News on Thursday. 

Statue creator forgives mistake 

Carr is best known for her post-impressionist paintings depicting the rugged and moody West Coast 

rainforest and her portrayal of remote First Nations villages. 

She was born in Victoria in 1871 and died in 1945. 

Edmonton artist Barbara Paterson, who created the statue but not the plaque, says her heart goes out to 

the fundraising committee. 

"They thought they were dotting every "i" and crossing every ["t"] … But you know, if that's the only 

flaw in this whole huge long route, I think we're laughing," she said. 



 
The statue of Emily Carr features the artist with her pet monkey and dog.  

The fundraising committee hopes to have a plan to correct the errors by next month, but those gathered 

around the sculpture on Thursday were more amused than upset. 

"That's it! Spell check, anybody use the spell check?" said John Paterson 

But when asked if he thought the typos had any effect on the sculpture, he said: "No, it shows that we're 

all human." 

 

Comments:  

1. Relax - it's just a boo-boo, not like it was cast in bronze.  

 

Maybe the monkey wrote it - (in which case, pretty good for a monkey). 

 

Anyway they shouldn't have said anything and kept it as Victoria's secret. 

 

2.  It actually was made in Quebec.  They did it on Purpuss. 

 

 

3. Werds are important. 

 

4. The proofreader for the statue must also work for CBC! 

 

 

5. Who gets the old one when they replace it?  That's the one that will be priceless. 

Oh stupid me, it's already been stolen. 

 

6. Just stick a "d" at the end of "know" and presto, problem solved!" 

 

 


