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Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain Restored, Sarasota, FL
By Keith Kropp Real Estate Agent with J Wood Realty BK3189271 January 24, 2014 01:00 PM

Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain Restored, Sarasota, FL. Dismantled and covered over with dirt for 60 years the Mable
Ringling Memorial Fountain has been renovated and is once more flowing at the southern gateway to downtown
Sarasota.
The Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain is located in Luke Wood Park adjacent to the Senior Friendship Center on the north
side of US41 just prior to entering downtown Sarasota. The fountain was built in 1936 by the Sarasota Federation of
Garden Circles in honor of Mable Ringling, wife of John Ringling, a key figure in Sarasota history.
The fountain began to deteriorate during World War II as funds to maintain it dwindled. The fountain was filled in and
covered over with dirt in the 1950s. And so it remained until local historian Larry Kelleher of Sarasota History Alive! raised
the awareness of the Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain.
The Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation initiated the $75,000 restoration project. Along with Grants from the Selby
Foundation and the help of the Ringling Museum, students from the Sarasota Military Academy and dozens of other
individuals and businesses the fountain was restored. A revolving fund has been set up for the maintenance of the Mable
Ringling Memorial Fountain so that it will not fall into disrepair ever again.
To commemorate the restoration of the Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain, an invitation only "High Tea With Mable" was
held at the Senior Friendship Center adjacent to the fountain on January 12, 2014.
It is the many such interesting stories like these that continue to make Sarasota such a wonderful place to call home.
After years of neglect it is a pleasure to see the Mable Ringing Memorial Fountain Restored, Sarasota, FL.
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Ringling fountain is flowing again
By Harold Bubil , Herald-Tribune

Saturday, December 7, 2013

Ron McCarty is nothing if not dedicated. I wanted to interview him last Wednesday regarding the Mable
Ringling Memorial Fountain in Luke Wood Park, but he had to put me off a day.
“I have been running like a crazy person,” he wrote in an email. “I have to stay and clean silver for the Holiday
Splendor tomorrow night.”
Ron is not talking about his personal set of silverware. No, he had to stay late and clean the Tiffany silver at one
of the state’s biggest, and arguably most important, houses — Cá d’Zan.
He doesn’t wash the windows. But he has done the chandelier.
As curator of the John and Mable Ringling mansion, McCarty is a walking encyclopedia of all things Ringling.
And one of those things is the Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain, which recently was renovated after being
something of an archaeological ruin for the past 60 years.
The fountain, on the north side of U.S. 41 a couple hundred feet east of Osprey Avenue, was built in 1936 by the
Sarasota Federation of Garden Circles in honor of The Founders Club’s first president.
Mable Ringling died in 1929 at age 54. Her husband died in December 1936, willing his estate to the people of
Florida just before his creditors could take it all away. It would be a decade before the estate overcame its legal
issues and Florida took clear title to the mansion and art museum.
Not long before his death, John donated two marble lions to stand guard over the fountain. But as World War II
sapped the community’s resources, the fountain fell into neglect. With no money to maintain it, The monument
was abandoned, and, in the 1950s, filled in and forgotten as weeds covered its brick steps. The lions were moved
to Hamel Park on Gulfstream Avenue.
Recently, though, awareness of local history, primarily by Sarasota native Larry Kelleher of Sarasota History
Alive!, helped bring fresh attention to the site. Funded with a $27,000 grant from the Selby Foundation, the
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Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation began a $75,000 restoration effort that was assisted by the Ringling
Museum, students at Sarasota Military Academy and dozens of individuals, including craftsman Rob Craft, Jesse
White of Sarasota Architectural Salvage, Sarasota Garden Club, the Senior Friendship Center, Charles
Stottlemyer, Paver Development, Betsy Bagby, Nancy and David Morgan and Ginger Sutton. Pledges from the
community and board members, as well as proceeds from SAHP-sponsored events, including bus tours led by
McCarty, made up the balance.
The Sarasota County Veterans Commission even gave up the lions, and they now once again stand guard over the
fountain. In a manner of speaking. They appear to be sleeping.
“Larry is a board member of the Alliance,” said Dorothea Calvert, president of the SAHP, “and he had played in
the park as a child. The remnants of the brick stairs were still visible. Everything else was covered with soil.”
“We knew it was there,” said McCarty, SAHP’s second vice president. “It wasn’t a complete discovery. But Larry
brought the project to the board” in October 2010.
The fountain has not been restored, as it does not appear now exactly as it did in 1936, said Calvert.
“Mable Ringling was a key player in setting aside green spaces for the city of Sarasota,” said Calvert in explaining
SAHP’s zeal for the project. “The fountain was an asset in our backyard; it spoke to our mission statement; and
we needed a project that we could get behind and have a community impact. That was important to us: It was
something we could involve the community in from an educational standpoint.
“Because it was a Ringling-affiliated project, we could bring the reputation of the Ringling Museum to another
area of Sarasota.”
The Alliance holds a historic homes tour each year, so this project is something of a departure for the group
because the fountain is not a shelter.
“But it is a structure,” Calvert explained, “and a place. We do have a revolving fund, and the purpose is to save
historic structures, sites and places.”
An endowment through the Community Foundation has been set up to maintain the fountain so it will not fall
into ruin again.
The dedication ceremony, an invitation-only “High Tea With Mable,” is from 3 to 6 p.m. Jan. 12 at the Senior
Friendship Center, which is adjacent to the fountain. And it is all inspired by Mrs. John Ringling.
“Mable is known for being a very beautiful woman,” McCarty said. “But there are a lot of people in history who
are known for their beauty. In interviews, people who knew her all said the same thing: She was very kind, she
was very generous, she loved community. She was just an incredible lady.
“Mable Ringling is a fabulous history for me,” he added, “so I will do anything for her.”
Including polish her silver.
Harold Bubil is real estate editor of the Herald-Tribune Media Group.
Born in Newport, R.I., his family moved to Sarasota in 1958. Harold
graduated from Sarasota High School in 1970 and the University of
Florida in 1974 with a degree in journalism. For the Herald-Tribune,
he writes and edits stories about residential real estate, architecture,
green building and local development history. He also is a
photographer, videographer and public speaker. Contact him via
email, or at (941) 361-4805.

_______

3

February 11, 2013
http://craft.fsu.edu/Featured-Projects/Mable-Ringling-Memorial-Fountain

Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain

Phil Gleason 2.11.2013

Recently, the MCS took a job from the John and Mable Ringling Museum. Our role was to take an existing statue that acted as
the former Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain, conserve it, and cast a new base and basin to recreate the famous fountain. The
MCS has already completed the casting process and delivered the cast. This will greatly assist the Mable Ringling renovation
project in Sarasota. The replica is composed of concrete which will increase the fountain's durability and lifespan.
Over the years, the original fountain sustained water damages and stress fractures from being partially buried and abandoned
after World War II. So, we patched holes, added missing fingers, toes and locks of hair that had been broken or water
damaged over time. From there, we created a rubber mold and plastic mother mold to be cast in concrete.
As pictured below, the damaged original base is on the left and the finished product is on the right. The finished product
intends to resemble the fountain's original state when it was first installed in 1936.The cast is currently in Sarasota, Florida to
be installed as the new Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain.

Compare the damaged original fountain base (left) with the new base (right). The new fountain's base reminds viewers of the original fountain's former glory.

_______________________________________________________
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July 15, 2012
Mable Ringling Fountain in Sarasota in: https://www.facebook.com/MableRinglingFountain/info.
About
The Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation has initiated a project to renovate a forgotten piece of our heritage - the
Mable Ringling Fountain.
Description
Mable Ringling arrived in Sarasota one hundred years ago with her circus magnate husband, John, and left a legacy of
outstanding contributions. She was the first President of Sarasota's Founder's Circle, and after she passed away in 1929,
the Sarasota Federation of Garden Circles wanted to honor her service with a memorial fountain and reflection pool. This
beautiful tribute to her was placed in the new Luke Wood Park in 1936. The project was years in the making, since the
park had to be cleared and developed to accept thousands of trees, shrubs and flowering plants.
By World War II, the memorial fountain fell into disrepair from lack of maintenance funding; it finally was filled in with
dirt, and remains that way today. Te Alliance has received permission from the Sarasota City Commission to renovate this
once extraordinary piece of our history. A community project has been established which seeks to involve the entire
community and in the end, make Sarasotans proud of their accomplishment.
The undertaking will not rely on taxpayer funds, but solely on donations, grants, and in-kind contributions of services,
equipment, expertise, supplies, landscaping, lighting, and statuary castings.

_____
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In Mrs. Ringling’s Reflection
Florida residents plan to unearth and restore the Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain and
Reflecting Pool in Sarasota
By Gwendolyn Purdom | From Preservation | March/April 2012
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Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain and Reflecting Pool in Sarasota
Mable Ringling was no showman. Unlike her circus magnate husband, John, she made her mark through
philanthropy and community service. So when Mable died in 1929, it was only fitting that Sarasota, Fla., the
community she called home, would honor her legacy.
In 1936, the Sarasota Federation of Garden Circles erected a fountain and reflecting pool in her memory,
surrounding the memorial in Luke Wood Park with plantings and finishing it with decorative stone lions and
sandstone statues donated by John Ringling.
But the tribute was short-lived: Funding to keep the fountain operating dried up as the country entered World
War II in the early 1940s, and the Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain and Reflecting Pool was drained, filled,
and forgotten. All that remained was a few brick steps and a mound of dirt
More than 60 years later, members of the Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation now plan to bring the
fountain back to life with a $112,000 restoration. “Because it’s been closed for so long, you say, ‘Do you know
where the Mable Ringling Fountain is?’ and everybody says, ‘No,’” explains Joyce Waterbury, treasurer of the
alliance’s fountain committee. “But then you describe where it is and everybody says, ‘Oh, yes! It was so
wonderful! It was a meeting place,’ and that’s what we hope it will be again.”
With the approval of the Sarasota City Commission in place, work on the project can start after the necessary
funds have been secured; alliance members expect that fundraising will take about a year. Soil, roots, and weeds
will be excavated from the interior of the reflecting pool, an original pumping mechanism will be replaced and
brought up to code, existing brick steps will be repaired wherever possible, and two original stone lions, now
located in another city park, will be brought back.
A long-term agreement with the community of St. Armands Key will keep the original central sandstone statue
on display there, but a replica will be cast at Florida State University and installed at the memorial. Though the
fountain is in a city park, restoration won’t be funded by taxpayer dollars. Instead, fountain committee member
Larry Kelleher says, the project will rely upon donations, grants, and in-kind contributions.
“A lot of those organizations that helped [fund the fountain] originally are still here,” Kelleher says. “So we’re
going to be approaching them, as well, to see if they might be interested in helping us again.”
In addition to reviving a popular civic space, fountain committee members hope to remind residents of Mable
Ringling’s philanthropic legacy: “It’s a wonderful opportunity for us to do something for her, because she’s
always kind of forgotten in the shuffle,” says Ron McCarty, curator of Ca’d’Zan, the mansion at the John and
Mable Ringling Museum of Art, and a member of the fountain committee. “I hope [this] will bring attention to
not only her art collection and beautiful home, but also to her heart and what she actually did for our
community.”
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http://www.sarasotahistoryalive.com/this-week/this-week-newsletter-october-5-2011/?print=y
Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain and Reflection Pool

There’s a piece of important history in Luke Wood Park that has been covered over with dirt for 60 years. You
probably pass it frequently when you head west at the junction of Highway 301 and U.S. 41 across from the new
Publix, McDonald’s restaurant and Sarasota Ford.
Just before the Osprey Avenue stop light, and adjacent to the Senior Friendship Center, there is a four leaf
clover-shaped mound with brick steps leading to the top of it. This was originally a memorial fountain and
reflection pool dedicated to Mable Ringling for her contributions to Sarasota.
The Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation is undertaking a major renovation project to bring this
beautiful fountain and reflection pool back to life. We, at Sarasota History Alive! have produced a video
explaining this community project and how you can get involved. Please watch the video and find out how you
can help.
(photo credit: Sarasota County History Center)
Message From the Editor
Being born in 1949, and raised in idyllic Sarasota, I was privileged to be part of a remarkably beautiful, evergrowing, cultural, and enlightening part of Florida; in a word a true paradise.
Over the next many decades, this community changed – sometimes for the better, sometimes for the worse. In
any event, many of our favorite landmarks that represented this outstanding place have disappeared. Growth is a
good thing if it is done with respect to what made Sarasota such a wonderful, friendly, and esthetically pleasing
town.
Destruction of important pieces our architectural legacy only diminishes our sense of place.
Today, when I speak with newcomers, old-timers and visitors, I find many people wonder why we demolished
what gave Sarasota our unique character. Unfortunately, I cannot point to one demonstrative reason, nor do I
care to debate why pivotal decisions were made by local government, developers, individuals or the natural
course of events.
However, instead of us complaining about the losses of our heritage, I am personally asking you to consider
helping the Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation, a 501 (C) 3 nonprofit organization, to renovate a
historical spot. I am referring to the Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain and Reflection Pool in Luke
Wood Park. The Alliance needs your donations to make this achievable community project a reality. The goal
is to have this project completed in 2012 so we all can enjoy it, as soon as possible.
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Donations of in-kind services are also needed. If you, or your company are able to provide plumbing and
electrical services, equipment, supplies, expertise, lighting, or landscaping please let us know. Please visit the
Alliance website to learn more about contributing, or call 941-953-8727. You may also email them at
sahp.mailbox@gmail.com.
The rest of this week's newsletter will be devoted to Mable Ringling and how she influenced Sarasota with her
significant presence, grace and personal dedication to make this a better city.
Kindest regards to all of you who help keep our history alive,
Larry Kelleher, Managing Editor
http://www.sarasotahistoryalive.com/stories/journals-of-yesteryear/mable-burton-ringling/
Mable Burton Ringling
Author: Ron McCarty Email: ron.mccarty@ringling.org
Photo Credit: Ringling Museum of Art and Sarasota County History Center

Mable Burton Ringling was a resident of Sarasota County from 1911 until her death in 1929. She and her
famous husband, John Ringling, purchased twenty acres on Shell Beach Subdivision establishing a winter
residence, with her primary residence on Fifth Avenue in New York City.
They purchased the land from Ralph Caples who had acquired the land a few months prior to the Ringling’s
acquisition from Charles N. Thompson who had designed the Shell Beach Subdivision. The property had a
twelve-room wood frame house called “Palms Elysian” in which Mable Ringling had re-configured enlarging
rooms and installing indoor plumbing.
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Her next project was to create a formal rose garden in a classic Italianate wagon-wheel design having a central
cast-stone gazebo with wrought iron dome and fifty-four cast columns that once supported trellises, with
European sculptures placed throughout. This is now one of the oldest public rose gardens in the south and an
outstanding example of early twentieth-century gardens in America.
She became more involved in community projects after their purchase of the Sarasota Yacht and Automobile
Club in 1916. This property was located across from Cedar Key now known as Golden Gate Point, which the
Ringling’s also purchased the same year. Later, after the Ringling’s started developing Cedar Key, she redesigned
the exterior and interior of the Sarasota Yacht and Automobile Club and renaming it the Sunset Apartments. She
enclosed all the veranda’s expanding the interior rooms and making a luxury penthouse apartment.
The Ringling’s began an elaborate real estate venture buying property east of town with Charles Ringling as a
partner, purchasing 66,000 acres.

In 1922 John and Mable purchased Bird Key with the existing Worcester Mansion and gardens. Then hundreds
of acres of property was acquired with the assistance of Owen Burns developing St. Armands Key, Lido Key, and
almost two-thousand acres on Longboat Key. A charter was developed with John Ringling as President and
Treasurer, Mable Ringling as Vice-President, and Owen Burns as Vice-President and Secretary calling it John
Ringling Estates, Inc. which included electric power and water services, hotels, golf courses, and steamboats. It
embraced all the essentials for a well-formed resort.

Mable was in charge of decorating all John Ringling offices, where she had elaborate wall treatments, installing
master paintings from their collection and beautiful window treatments. It was praised in the newspapers as a
museum installation with masterpieces and important furniture from famous estates.
She commissioned John H. Phillips, a New York City architect known for his work on the exterior of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, to design a cottage on their property for their yacht captain and his family. Phillips
would also be commissioned for the design of the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art. Her social
commitment was becoming more obvious with Mable being elected the first president of the Sarasota Garden
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Club’s Founders Circle in 1927 where she offered great support to beautify the city of Sarasota’s green spaces on
Main Street and other locations.
Documents show that the original charter for the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art in 1927 listed Mable
Ringling as one of the three directors along with John Ringling and Julius Bohler. They had planned that the
museum would be a lasting memorial to their lives and accomplishments and be dedicated to the people of
Florida. No other patron in the State of Florida has given a more substantial and important gift to the people of
Florida.

When John and Mable discussed building a new home in Sarasota, John made a gift of their future home to
Mable, allowing her to build an impressive structure on Sarasota Bay demonstrating what opulence was possible
in this growing community. The Ringling’s commissioned Dwight James Baum, an award winning New York
architect to design Mable’s dream house. Baum ultimately created the fifty-six room, thirty-six thousand square
foot five-story mansion in a Venetian-Gothic style. The structure was completely supervised by Mable Ringling
who worked directly with Baum and his on-site architect Earl Purdy. The building was completed in October,
1925 with Owen Burns as the builder.
Mable Ringling worked with artists and specialists developing the interior finishes and marble installation
opening the mansion at an open-house, December, 1926. She handed out gifts and candy to all the children and
hosted lunches for the Boy Scouts that handled all the traffic and parking situations. Mable Ringling was known
for her kindness and love of children and animals. Mable helped host many public events that involved
thousands of children and their families to see the exquisite beaches on Lido Beach and play games and athletic
contests.
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After Ca’d’Zan was completed, Mable was able to participate more in social activities. She was named to a
Chamber of Commerce panel in November, 1927. John and Mable hosted a number of celebrities at Ca’d’Zan,
such as Ottocar Battik, Ballet Master of the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. She had numerous musical
celebrations at Ca’d’Zan for her Garden Club membership or the Woman’s Club membership. She was named
director of the Sarasota Woman’s Club in 1928. The Ringling’s even staged public radio programs from Ca’d’Zan,
featuring musical performances o the Aeolian Organ that is installed in the central court of the mansion. This
was to share classical music with the small community and expose them to fine performances of artists they
would bring from New York and Tampa.

Beginning in 1934, the Founder’s Circle of the Sarasota Garden Club, then the only Garden Club unit in the city,
raised funds to honor Mable Ringling for her contribution to Sarasota by installing a fountain and reflection pool
in Luke Wood Park, near downtown Sarasota. Thomas Reed Martin was commissioned to design and beautify
the park where the fountain would be installed. John Ringling donated sculptures for the location and many
community groups came together to make this memorial possible and will once again honor our beloved Mable
Burton Ringling.
The fountain opened on Arbor Day, 1936, and became an area for many local families to enjoy nature in our
community alongside downtown Sarasota. It is rare to have someone so generous, kind, and dedicated to a
community’s enrichment. For she and her husband have established a memorial in Sarasota of a world-class art
collection to be given to the people of Florida and above all, Sarasota.
Mable Ringling has been honored in countless publications for her exceptional taste and artistic leadership for
the mansion. In 2000, a partnership between the White House Millennium Council and the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, the Save America’s Treasures was established dedicated to the celebration and
preservation of our nation’s irreplaceable historic and cultural legacy and Ca’d’Zan was named as one of its
historic treasures. To learn more about the Ringling Museum of Art and Ca’d’Zan, please visit their Web site, at
www.ringling.org.
______
http://www.historicsarasota.org/clientuploads/pdfs/mable-ringling-memorial-fountain.pdf
This is a great 9 page pdf file on the restoration plans. Here are some pictures
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Mable Ringling was the first President of the Founder‟s Circle
in Sarasota. She died in 1929 and the organization
constructed a memorial reflection pool and fountain in her
honor in 1936.
Famed architect Thomas Reed Martin drew the plans for the
beautification of Luke Wood Park that “every citizen of
Sarasota would want to take part in.”
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Arbor Day of 1936 was the launching date for the planting of Luke Wood Park‟s memorial trees. The public was
encouraged to plant the trees in memory of their loved ones. Besides trees, almost seven thousand plantings
enhanced the beauty of the park.
Mrs. C.A. Martin, president of the Sarasota Federation of Garden Clubs, said, “Although the Garden Federation
is supporting the development of the park, it is not a Garden Club project but a civic one. It is a thing in which
every citizen of Sarasota should be interested and in which all should want to take part. We have merely „started
the ball rolling‟ and it is our earnest desire that every Sarasotan co-operate to „keep it going‟.”
Seventy-five years later, we want to renovate this historic landmark, restore its beauty, and revitalize that
community spirit.
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The fountain is located at the southern gateway to the historic district of our city and is a worthy tribute to one of
the most important female individuals in Sarasota‟s histor
http://www.ringlingdocents.org/memorial-fountain.htm
In 1933 the Sarasota Garden Club hired notable architect Thomas Reed Martin to design a plan to improve Luke Wood Park. The plan
included clearing the land, laying shell roads, and installing a reflection pool with a memorial fountain dedicated in Mable Ringling’s
memory. The project was completed in 1936.
Seventy-five years later, the Sarasota Alliance for Historic Preservation will renovate this historic landmark, capture its beauty, and
revitalize that community spirit.

See Video on this web page http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=AlwYqAQrLp8

Little Left of Luke Wood Park
Author: Ann A. Shank, former County Historian Email: jlahurd@scgov.net
Source: Sarasota County History Center
Although now it is split by U.S. 41, Luke Wood Park before 1931 was part of 70 acres that Luke Wood purchased
in 1896 as a 30th wedding anniversary present for his wife, Annie.
The Woods had spent several winters in the area, searching for a permanent winter home. Annie Wood's
deteriorating health had prompted them to seek a milder climate and a lifestyle easier than that of their farm in
Rhode Island.
Luke, Annie and their daughter, Ethel, moved into their new home (on the site of McDonald's Restaurant and
Sarasota Ford today) during the winter of 1896-97, and returned here every winter thereafter. They summered in
Onset, Massachusetts, on Cape Cod. Once settled in Sarasota, they became part of the winter resident
community and involved themselves in Sarasota affairs and organizations.
In 1931, Luke Wood transferred 12 acres of land in front of his house to the City of Sarasota. Bordered by a nowclosed section of Wood Street, Osprey Avenue, what is now Brother Geenen Way and South Washington
Boulevard, the acreage became Luke Wood Park. The southeast corner of the park included part of a ravine that
was a special place for the Wood family. In a short history of the Wood house, written for the Sarasota County
Historical Society in 1978, Janet Synder Matthews portrays the ravine as a unique refuge and picnic site for
family and friends. The family's connection to that spot is reflected in a photo that shows Ethel, as an older
woman, sitting on a large tree trunk that had fallen across a bed of ferns in the ravine. She looks very much "at
home" there.
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In the 1930s, there was little public money available to develop the park. The Sarasota Garden Club sought and
received permission to turn the area into an arboretum, which is an area planted with many types of trees for
study, display and preservation. In the years before World War II, club members planted more than 1,000 trees
and shrubs, built a lagoon and reflecting pool, created a bird sanctuary and installed a 500 foot well for
irrigation. The Founders Circle installed a fountain in memory of their first president, Mable Ringling. John
Ringling donated two marble lions, the work of an Italian sculptor, which were placed on each side of the
fountain.
During World War II, vandalism and neglect took their toll on the park, as both the city and garden club turned
their energies and financial resources to the war effort. By 1953, there was talk of rerouting the Tamiami Trail
around a filled-in bayfront and through the park to join U.S. 301 at Wood Street. Local efforts to retain the park
in one piece failed. Two remnants of the earlier park remain. One is a slight mound with brick risers on the north
side of U.S. 41, where the fountain and marble lions used to be. The fountain has been filled in with soil and
grass. The lions now flank the flags near the Veteran's Memorial in the refurbished Bayfront Park at the foot of
Main Street. A small portion of the ravine that had been Ethel Wood's garden showcase also remains. A
pedestrian strolling along its edge and under the trees can try to shut out the present traffic noise and imagine
the earlier lush vegetation and quieter sounds of birds and the animals that made this spot a favorite retreat.

http://siestasand.net/up-down-the-trail-13/
Mabel’s fountain is reborn
In the fork in the road where U.S. 41 peels off to the west and the bayfront while U.S. 301 goes north, motorists
will see a new and illuminated statute and fountain. It’s the handiwork of the Sarasota County Alliance for
Historic Preservation.
They’ve unearthed the forgotten fountain dedicated to the memory of Mabel Ringling, wife of circus tycoon
John. Mabel came in 1909 to what was basically a remote fishing village, and wintered with John until 1929
when she died. In those two decades, Mabel started what we’d now call a beautification movement. Garden clubs
were formed, and as the city plan was devised, she argued strongly for more green space.
In 1936 the Sarasota Federation of Garden Circles decided to build a fountain in Mabel’s memory. The Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts and Rotary Club chipped in, because Mabel helped found them too. But after WWII the
fountain fell into ruin, and the city filled it with dirt.
In 2010 the alliance found the fountain, excavated and rehabilitated it. It will be re-dedicated to Mabel’s memory
in mid-January. The rehab was made possible with two foundation grants and 85 donors, plus the help of 15
local contractors and volunteers from the Sarasota Military Academy.
_____
http://www.sarasotagardenclub.org/newsletter/february.pdf
Jewell Enswiller, President of Sarasota Garden Club:
“I had the privilege to represent the Garden Club at the
dedication of the Mable Ringling Memorial Fountain
and Reflection Pool. Olivia Hayes, President Elect
went with me. The restoration is beautiful. It is located
at the corner of Osprey and RR41. I encourage each of
you to stop and see it. Hope to see you at some or all of
the events coming up.”
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