ROD AND GUN CLUB   IN EVERGLADES CITY
	Rod and Gun Club Restaurant
In 1922 Barron G. Collier, a banker and railroad man, bought almost all of southwest Florida,including the Rod & Gun Club which he operated as a private club. He hosted international dignitaries and several U.S. presidents here.
In 1972, the Bowen family from Michigan bought the lodge and still operates it. Celebrity guests have included: Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, Hoover and Nixon; John Wayne, Chuck Conners, Burl Ives, Ernest Hemingway, Mick Jagger and Burt Reynolds.
 

We'd love to add your name to our list of prestigious visitors.
 

This rustic and charming restaurant also boasts classic Everglades Cuisine of local seafood and landlubber fare. 
 

Enjoy our breathtaking view of the lovely Barron River as you dine from within the protection of our enormous, screened waterfront porch.



	Rod and Gun Club  Seafood, $10 to $30, Everglades City   Fodor.com writes:

The striking, polished pecky cypress woodwork in this historic building dates from the 1920s, when wealthy hunters, anglers, and yachting parties from around the world came for the winter season. The main dining room holds the overflow from the popular enormous screened porch that overlooks the river. Like life in general here, servers move slowly. Fresh seafood dominates a menu that includes stone crab claws in season, a turf-and-surf combo of steak and shrimp, a swamp-and-turf combo of frogs' legs and steak, seafood and pasta pairings, and yummy peanut butter or key lime pie. Come by boat or land. No credit cards. 
Address: 200 Riverside Dr., Everglades City, FL, USA
Phone: 239/695-2101



	"Everglades City proclaims itself as the Gateway to the 10,000 Islands, and for paddlers that is most certainly true. It is one end of the Wilderness Waterway, the famous Everglades backcountry route linking Everglades City to Flamingo. It is the best place in the 10,000 Islands to rent canoes or kayaks, hook up with a guided paddling excursion, or find a comfortable room from which to base your explorations of Big Cypress National Preserve, Everglades National Park, and Fakahatchee Strand State Preserve. It even has a tiny airport, so you can fly in or book a float plane tour to get a bird's-eye view of the islands before putting your paddle to the water. 
Prior to 1923, Everglades City was called Everglade, a name given the settlement along the crooked little Allen's River in 1893 by Bembery Storter after the U.S. Post Office refused the request for the name Chokoloskee. Farming was the primary occupation of people living in the area and included sugarcane, bananas, and vegetables. Allen gave Everglades City its start, but George T. Storter is considered the true founder of the town. He and his family were prominent in Everglade's growth and activities and owned much of the land around the town until the arrival of Baron Collier in 1923. It was under the Storter stewardship the Everglade began to draw visitors and sportsmen. The Rod and Gun Club was built around the Storter home. 
Barron Collier is primarily responsible for the foundation of Everglades City as you see it today. In 1923 he and his company purchased most of the land in and surrounding the town. Within five years the sleepy trading post and farming community was converted into a bustling industrial-based comp[any town replete with roads, a railroad, a bank, a telephone, sawmills, a boatyard, churches, a school, workers' barracks and mess halls, and even its own streetcar at one time. The Ivey House, home of NACT-Everglades Rentals and Eco Adventures, was once one of the Collier Company workers' barracks. 
With the establishment of Everglades National Park and subsequent purchase of most of Big Cypress Swamp and the 10,000 Islands for conservation, Everglades City once again looks to the natural environment for economic viability through nature tourism, sportfishing, and commercial crabbing. Everglades National Park was formally dedicated in Everglades City on December 6, 1947. The Gulf Coast Visitor Center of Everglades National Park is perched at the edge of the Chokoloskee Bay, and many paddling routes depart from the canoe ramp behind the maintenance buildings."
by Jeff Ripple, author, Day Paddling - Florida's 10,000 Islands and Big Cypress Swam
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