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Mary S. Mason, the birthday "girl"
100th birthday parties are very unusual and so is Mary Mason who will be 100 on Saturday, April 2nd, 2011. Mary came to Naples with her husband for a two week vacation in 1941 and signed a contract to build a house here before she left to return to Indiana. She knew a good thing when she saw it!
Mary was an avid golfer who even broke her course record one year. But, when her ankles started to bother her, she gave up golf and became an enthusiastic duplicate bridge player. Mary has been a member of the Naples Bridge Center on Golden Gate Parkway since it was founded in 1970. She used to play there even more frequently than the 2-3 times per week she does now. Her steady partners are Naples residents Bob Blum, Roger Hill, Claire Miller, and Dorothy Coakley with whom she recently placed first in a duplicate game. Playing bridge is known to help “seniors” remain mentally alert and Mary is certainly a perfect example.
A 100th birthday party is planned for Mary at the Naples Bridge Center on Thursday, March 31st before the 1 pm afternoon session of duplicate. There will be special refreshments and non-alcoholic “bubbly” to toast her. Mary prefers the afternoon sessions at this member-owned bridge club where almost everyone knows her. She drives there herself from her condominium at Countryside where she moved 13 years ago. 
Self-assured, feisty, confident, and independent – these are all adjectives her friends use to describe Mary. When she goes anywhere, she is well-dressed and well-groomed. As she said herself, “I always want to put my best foot forward, whatever I do”. Another private party is planned for April 2nd for relatives and friends who will be arriving from California and Seattle to celebrate with Mary. But Naples Bridge Center will continue to be the place Mary goes whenever she wants to be surrounded by local friends. 
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